Gail and Dave Liniger’s first
Arabian came to them out of a ragic
experience and helped to make it into
a positive turning point in their lives.
In the eatly 19805, Gail survived a
private plane crash, a crash that sent
her into a coma and parcial paralysis,
During her three vears in and out of
hospitals, a therapist suggested that
she include horseback riding as
therapy for her injuries. Gail and
Dave bought an 11-year-old grey
Arabian mare who fit the bill
perfectly. She was gentle and sweer
and the perfect helpmate for Gail in
her riding lessons.

The qualitics of the mare led Gail

and Diave to serious study about the
breed. A trip to the Scortsdale show
and sales heightened the excitement,
as it did for many Scortsdale firse-
timers. They bought a Barbary
daughter and a *Bask danghter: the
*Bask daughrer, Mark IV Coronation,
Mational Champion English Pleasure,
and the Barbary daughrer Flame
Dancer {x Autumn Flair by *Erer),
who (with Gordon Potts) soon
brought in English pleasure wins at
Scottsdale and the Buckeve, along
with Regional wins and a National
Top Ten.

“For us, Flame Dancer became
the model by which all other Arabian
horses were judged.” Dave noted.
“Through her special qualities, the
undetlying philosophy behind our
venture was spelled out early on. We
looked for disposition, correct
conformation, athletic ability, and
beauty, with no one of those elements
being a substituee for another” The

Linig&rs also found char pq‘.rﬁ‘lrm;umn‘

classes were far more appealing and
exciting than halter classes, and that
finding directed their breeding
program.

Dave tecalls how he and Gail
named their program Maroon Fire
Arabians: “There’s a beaunful area near
Aspen, Colorado, called Maroon Bells. 1
was involved with several projeces there
and I've always like the word maroon.
At the same time we were looking for a
color scheme we could use, so that's
where we came up with Maroon Fire
Arabians.”

Soon the Linigers were buying
foundation stock and breeding
Arabians. Not just Arabians in general,
but those thar would shine as
performance horses. “Obviously the die
was cast when we bought Afire Bey W
and Flame Dancer; both were so good
at English pleasure,” Dave recounts.

Flame Doncer (Borbary x
Autumn Flair by "Eter], one of
the Linigers’ early purchasas,
set the pattern for their buying
and breeding programs. She
brought in Mational wins;
Linited States Top Ten Pleasure
Driving and Canadian Top Ten
English Plaasure.

“Thar’s the direction we went wirh the
entire program.”

Disposition was at the top of the
Linigers’ criteria for putchases of
foundarion stock, because Gail, wich her
limired maobility, loves to go in the stalls
with the horses and treat them to carmogs,
So each purchase had to pass the “Gail
test.” MNexr, Dave and Gail wanted
beauty in the form of Arabian type, plus
beauty as saddlescar horses. They
reviewed more chan 2,000 pedigrees and
inspected about 400 Arabians across the
country. From that exploration, they
bought foundarion mares: daughrers of
*Eter, *Bask, Cognac, Ehemasabi,
Huckleberry Bey, and GG Jabask. The
mares included winners at impartane
Class A shows, Rugiun:d shows, and
several Narionals winners.

The Linigers took the advice of
rrainer and breeder Don DeLongpré and
bought six *Eter daughters for a






